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GIORGIO FEDERICO SIBONI

THE EASTERN BORDER

FROM CAMPOFORMIO TO THE EUROPEAN LANDING

The eastern border can be considered
as a space in which, for centuries,
there has been an intertwining and
overlapping of multiple borders of po-
litical, cultural, religious, and eventu-
ally, of a national, nature. As a part of
the Adriatic and in essence the outset
between the Italian peninsula and the
Balkans, this place is not only physical
but also a gap between Western and
Eastern Europe in the general sense.
Just as a fracture surface, the eastern
border remains certainly a character-
istic crux in the history of Italy. Geo-
graphically located from the shores
of the river Isonzo to the watershed
of the eastern Alps, it holds the Karst
region (Trieste and Gorizia) and the
Istrian peninsula until the Fiume and
the Dalmatian coast, with its achipel-
ago of islands up to Cattaro. In exact
harmony with border contrasts which
occurred in Europe between the sec-
ond half of the nineteenth century and
early twentieth century, the history of
the ltalian eastern border continues
as an emblematic attempt to fix within
a region, diverse and heterogeneous
peoples for events and a hegemonic
frontier.with limited variation since it
has always been fixed on ideological
terms of perpetually difficult demarca-
tion.

In a more general historiographic pan-
orama on the issue, the book aims to
establish itself as an accessible tool
to a non-specialist public interested

in Istrian-Dalmatian issues. From the
peace of Campoformio to ferment ir-
redentists of the late nineteenth cen-
tury, from the claims that followed the
Great War to the fascist policies and
the Istrian exodus, there is an explo-
ration of the international diplomatic
scene with its implications - before
and after - the Second World War to
follow the evolution of contention for
defining borders (thanks to a num-
ber of Italian and foreign references).
The author considers the many en-
dogenous and exogenous aspects in
constant action in the affected area,
going back to the most recent, after
the crisis of Yugoslavia, and exam-
ining the relations with the European
Union, the inter-state cooperation and
cultural policy in place between Italy,
Slovenia and Croatia.
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