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VINCENZO FORMICOLA

FROM NEANDERTHAL TO
THE HOBBIT

FOSSILS AND IDEAS AGAINST THE TIDE

The reconstruction of the evolutionary
history of man is a topic in continuous
evolution, to use a pun, as evidenced
by changes in the interpretive scenari-
os that sometimes attain the discovery
of new fossils. The book is dedicated
to those recoveries that in the histo-
ry of paleoanthropological research
have sort of been "milestones":ie
fossils. They have not found an easy
acceptance in the scientific environ-
ment, due to the disruption of consol-
idated and widely shared ideas that
they embodied, and the messages
that they carried with them.
Fossils"against the tide", then, but
also ideas "against the tide" born by
men with insights and stubborn de-
termination that have marked the his-
tory of the discipline. In the various
chapters the reader will find outlined
in popular form and following a histor-
ical record, the scientific and cultural
context in which the various fossils
came to light, the difficulties they en-
countered before they received credit
and, in the final part, readers will be
offered an overview of the state of
current knowledge.

Starting from the discovery of the Ne-
anderthal man and ending with that of
the Hobbit, a singular small hominid
whose remains were found recently
in Indonesia, the volume is to cover a

period of a century and a half, running
from the years of the birth of Human
Paleontology to the present, thus giv-
ing the reader the chance to develop
an idea of developments in the disci-
pline.
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early '70s. His academic career began
at the Institute of Anthropology and
Human Paleontology, was completed
in 2010 at the Department of Biolo-
gy. During this time his research was
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ulations of Europe by modern humans
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